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No. of registry: S/S 31  p/nx - IR 7]
Port of registry: Haifa non 109N Y
Date of registry: 23/12/1948 $ OV PIND
Call Sign: . $ANYIP N
Former Names: (Hashomeret ) "mniwn", ex Guardian, ex Ceibar 1M MY
Year Built: 1907 1192 MY
Built by: Swan Hunter & Wigham Richardson Ltd. - Newcastle D7 DY M)
Type: See remarks ninyn N 10
GRT: M.V 1768 110992 NN
NRT: .0 981 1903 NOION
DWT: . :0NYN
LOA: (M) 0 94.5 19290 TIN
Breadth: (M) nlii 12
Draft: (M) Nn7.5 YV
Eng.: Tween, triple expansion eng., 6 cylinders, 1NN
2 single ended Boilers. 1960 BHP
Built by: Swan Hunter & Wigham Richardson Ltd. - Newcastle D7 DY M)
Speed: (Knots) Iwp 10 PN
Owners: Ships And Vessels NI'90I NIX 1oyl
Deleted from Israeli registry: 1172/1952 DINIYN DIVIINN NP
Scrapped: 1952 VM

Originally French cable layer “Guardian”. In 1947 she was acquired by a French
Jew, Joe Baharila, and passed to the Mosad. She was refitted in a Marseille
shipyard and adapted to accommodate 2600 immigrants. At this stage she was
renamed “Hashomeret” which was the Hebrew translation of “Guardian”. Her
final name “Theodore Herzl”, was given to her on the way to Palestine. At the
end of 1947, with the help of the members of ex French anti nazi underground,
she was hurriedly made ready for her trip from the port of Sete, France. 2600
maapilim, from two camps in France and Belgium embarked, and despite British
efforts to prevent her departure, she sailed toward the coast of Eretz Israel.

The entire crew was Spanish and the man in charge on behalf of the Mosad was
Mordechai (Moka) Limon, previously the commander of the “Geula” and later the
first Chief of the Israeli Navy. He was aided by 19 others. The ship was heavily



overcrowded, 1800 people were accommodated under deck, on wooden
couches of 170 x 40 cm. dimensions and 50 cm. spaced vertically, and 800 on
deck. There were 17 breast-feeding mothers and one healthy birth took place
during the voyage. Infants were in serious danger, under the deck, but when
raised to the open sea air and Mediterranean sun, they all regained their
strength. In view of the heavy conditions, the Spanish crew and the Mosad
escorts left their cabins for the benefit of the mothers and other needy persons.
The ship sailed at the speed of 5.5 — 9 knots, as cable layer ship is not built for
speed and the trip lasted two weeks.

On The 13th of April 1947, at a distance of 16 miles from the shore of Tel-Aviv,
British destroyers stopped her. Banner were put on the ship’s hull that read:

"YOU JOINED THE NAVY TO CHASE ORPHANS"
and:
"HITLER DESTROYED OUR FAMILIES, DO NOT DESTROY OUR HOPE "

The British soldiers boarded the ship, and after a violent opposition, the maapilim
were overcome and the ship, surrounded by 5 destroyers of the Royal Navy was
brought to Haifa. All the maapilim were exiled to the camps in Cyprus. Some of
the Mosad'’s escorts, including the commander, succeeded to hide and slip away,
others joined the maapilim in Cyprus.

After the end of the British Mandate, the ship joined the Israel Merchant Marine
and continued to carry immigrants to Israel. In October 1950 she was sold to two
private Israeli companies, “Rig” Co. Ltd. in Ramat Gan and Kuperman Ltd. in
Holon. She operated till 1952 and was sold to breakers.
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Hebrew version:
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"You Joined The Navy To Chase Orphans"
"Hitler Destroyed Our Families, Do Not Destroy Our Hope"
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